
Monalisa 

Monalisa is visually impaired since birth. There are 7 members in her family, inclusive of 

2 parents and 5 daughters. Her father used to work in a jute mill in Kolkata to make a 

living but now he is unemployed as he has grown old and incapable of toiling. 5 years 

ago, Monalisa was married off to a boy, who was the only son of his parents. Monalisa’s 

family members had fixed the wedding without any ado, and without any inquiry 

whatsoever because they considered her a burden and wanted to get rid of her as soon 

as possible; they’d also given a heavy dowry to the groom’s family as he had agreed to 

marry a blind girl. But the real trouble started after the marriage when Monalisa’s family 

found out that her husband didn’t even have a room big enough to sit or sleep properly; 

Monalisa didn’t raise any objections because she was newly married. Shortly 

afterwards, the violence started. Monalisa’s husband begun beating her and showering 

her with profanity. This mental and physical abuse being inflicted on her snowballed 

into an intolerable pain but her in-laws were silent throughout, because their one and 

only son was the culprit. Instead, they blamed their daughter in-law for instigating their 

son. They didn’t provide food to Monalisa and didn’t let her sleep with her husband. 

Meanwhile, he used to call her ‘bastard’. A month and a half after the wedding, when 

she could not take in the harassment anymore, she informed her family about it and 

tried to commit suicide, but failed. When her family members and relatives reached her 

place, they were astonished to see the perishable condition of Monalisa. She looked 

very weak and sick, and appeared as if she hadn’t had food for the last month or so. So 

her family took her home. She lives with her parents at the moment. Recently she got a 

job in a private school, but her family wants her to get married again. However she is 

not ready for anything of that sort because she is still scarred by the traumatic 

experiences in her past married life. 

 


